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FEFAC Mission / Organisation Chart

FEFAC’s mission is to

represent, defend and promote 
the interests of the European 
compound feed industry to the 
European Institutions;

lobby for a legislative framework 
and its implementation, without 
discrimination in EU Member 
States so as to maximise market 
opportunities for EU compound 
feed companies;

safeguard conditions of free 
access to raw materials, the 
proper functioning of their 
markets and the definition of 
their quality;

develop professional rules and 
good manufacturing practices 
that ensure the quality and the 
safety of compound feed;

encourage the sustainable 
development of animal 
productions responding to the 
market requirements, so as to 
maximise market opportunities 
for EU compound feed companies;

encourage the development of 
precompetitive European feed-
related Research & Development 
projects seeking to enhance 
the EU feed & livestock sectors 
competitiveness and capacity to 

innovate in and/or transfer science and technology 
based solutions to improve the sustainability of 
resource efficient livestock production systems.

Praesidium

Council

Secretariat

Specialised
Committees
• Milk Replacers
• Premix & Mineral Feed
• Fish Feed

Horizontal Committees
• Animal Nutrition
• Industrial Compound Feed Production
• Feed Safety Management
• Sustainability

Directors’
General College

Ad hoc
Working Groups
& Issue Teams
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WE’VE SHOWN THAT THE FEED INDUSTRY IS PART OF THE SOLUTION
TO SOCIETAL CHALLENGES

Foreword Foreword

Thank you for taking a look at 
the FEFAC Public Annual Report 
2016/2017, which has marked my 
last year as FEFAC President. At this 
stage, I am one of the names in the 
list of former FEFAC Presidents and 
I will take this opportunity to also 
include reflections on the 4 years 
that I have fulfilled the position 
of representing the European 
Compound Feed Industry.

At the previous FEFAC Congress, 
in Antalya in June 2016, FEFAC 
adopted its 2030 Feed Industry 
Vision with the pillars Feed Safety 
Management, Animal Nutrition and 
Sustainability. This exercise allowed 
us to concretely outline the “animal 
food chain solutions” we provide 
to tackle societal challenges. 
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and 
Circular Economy have been high 
on the EU agenda and we’ve clearly 
manifested that the feed industry 
can enter the debate from a positive 
angle and display its scientific and 
technological capacities to be part of 
the solution.

It reminds me that the inception 
of the first part of the Vision 2030, 
on Feed Safety Management, took 
place at the very beginning of my 
Presidency in June 2013, when 
aflatoxin-contaminated maize from 
South-Eastern Europe caused a 
safety incident in the European feed 
supply chain. Thankfully, food safety 
was never compromised, but the 
difficulties we faced with locating the 
source and identifying the spread 
of the contamination made it clear 
that the EU feed industry needed to 
collectively advocate for a change in 
attitude. An efficient risk management 
system along the chain depends on 
identification of contaminations at 
the earliest stage of the chain, what 
FEFAC calls the “top-of-the-pyramid” 
approach. It should be standard 
practice that a placer on the market of 
feed materials takes responsibility for 
the safety of his product and keeps his 
customers informed when incidents 
occur. 

What I have closely experienced is 
that FEFAC is an organisation that 

delivers for the European feed 
industry and is always prepared for 
the future. As an example, FEFAC 
was involved with the topic of 
sustainability from an early stage, 
which is now showing its advantages 
as sustainability demands are 
increasingly moving into the policy 
domain. With the publication of the 
Soy Sourcing Guidelines in August 
2015, we created a game-changing 
new approach to the debate on the 
responsible sourcing of soy and the 
tackling of illegal deforestation. 
During my Presidency, we 
have invested a lot of time and 
resources in the development of the 
methodology and data management 
tools to measure the environmental 
performance of feed production, 
which is moving towards completion 
under the Product Environmental 
Footprint (PEF) programme 
coordinated by the EU and the 
Global Feed LCA Institute led by 
the International Feed Industry 
Federation (IFIF).

I congratulate Nick Major on his 
election as the new FEFAC President 
and I thank all members, colleagues 
and stakeholders for their support 
during my term. I hope to stay closely 
involved with FEFAC’s activities 
through my new role as FEFAC 
Praesidium member. 

Ruud Tijssens, 
President 2013 – 2017
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DECENT FARM INCOMES ARE THE FOUNDATION FOR MEETING THE 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND CAP OBJECTIVES

Foreword

It was a proud moment for me at the 
XXVIII FEFAC Congress in Cordoba in 
June 2017 when I was elected FEFAC 
President for the coming three years. 
I look forward to carrying out this 
privileged task with great passion 
and enthusiasm. Even though this 
Annual Report is intended to look 
back at the past year, I am happy 
to have the opportunity to share my 
view on what the coming period has 
to offer. 

Though a lot has already been 
said about the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), 
published in September 2015, I 
believe it is time for the EU livestock 
sector to fully embrace these 
ambitious targets which have great 
societal importance and openly 
communicate on what we can deliver. 
The contribution the livestock sector 
can make to all 17 goals has already 
been outlined by the FAO, and the 
feed industry can and should play its 
part. 

When the word “sustainability” is 
used, climate action is the SDG that 
will spring to mind for most people. 
But in the context of the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) post 2020 
discussions, I would also like to 
point to SDG1 – No Poverty, making 
clear that decent farm incomes are 
the foundation for all of the other 
goals. Livestock farming, so often 
at the heart of the rural economy, 
needs to be a commercially viable 
profession to allow for the delivery 
on targets related to natural 
resources and European farmers 
need to be competitive if society 
expects them to invest in and provide 
environmental services. 

Our industry is eager to present its 
innovative feed solutions that allow 
livestock farmers to meet the societal 
challenges that are laid before 
them. Enhanced farm biosecurity 
and animal nutrition strategies can 
contribute to the reduction of AMR at 
farm level through sustained animal 

health. Improved environmental 
performance in animal production 
through resource efficient use of 
feed can allow livestock farmers to 
lower their costs and environmental 
footprint, a clear “win-win”-outcome. 
However, the CAP does need to create 
an environment where livestock 
farmers are in a position to invest in 
the future of their business and not 
just struggle to survive. Livestock 
farmers should have the possibility 
to manage their financial risk and be 
able to have access to competitive, 
safe & sustainable feed, which is 
dependent on the predictability of 
a science-based legal framework 
and the unconditional access to feed 
materials on the internal and global 
market. 

I look forward to start the journey 
of my tenure as FEFAC President. 
While the discussions on the future 
CAP have already started, I will also 
ensure that we fully implement the 
FEFAC 2030 Feed Industry Vision. 

Nick Major, President
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European Commissioner for 
Agriculture & Rural Development Phil 
Hogan delivered the keynote speech on 
how to keep the Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) fit for the challenges of 
the 21st Century. He saw a clear need to 
foster a smart and resilient agricultural 
sector by supporting viable farm 

incomes, increasing competitiveness 
and encouraging greater use of risk 
management tools while improving 
farmers’ position in the food chain. 
Quoting the FEFAC Vision 2030 paper, 
Hogan highlighted the importance 
of upholding consistency at EU level 
between the legal frameworks dealing 

with CAP, climate change and the 
circular economy, which would enable 
both the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals and the objectives of the CAP 
to be achieved. In addition, Hogan 
announced his intention to “bring 
forward work on a European Protein 
Strategy” as part of future CAP reform. 

From left to right: Phil Hogan (European Commissioner), Nick Major (FEFAC President), Jaime Piçarra (IACA) and Rose O’Donovan (Agrafacts)

XXVIII FEFAC Congress “Facing the future 
together – Unlocking the potential  
of animal nutrition” 

On 8-9 June 2017, FEFAC held its XXVIII Congress in Cordoba, Spain, in 
conjunction with the V Spanish Animal Nutrition Congress. Approximately 
320 delegates attended the conference dedicated to unlocking the potential of 
animal nutrition. 
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In the panel debate following Hogan’s 
speech, the newly elected FEFAC 
President Nick Major underlined that 
for the feed industry the objectives 
of the CAP and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals are mutually 
supportive. Outlining the FEFAC position 
on the future CAP, he highlighted the 
role that innovative animal nutrition 

can play in improving the efficiency 
of livestock production and, thereby, 
reduce the environmental impact in 
any livestock production system as 
well as improve its competitiveness. 
Copa-Cogeca Secretary General 
Pekka Pesonen stressed the need 
for the EU feed and food chain to 
promote EU produced food both on 

global and internal markets. EDA 
(European Dairy Association) President 
Michel Nalet recognised the strategic 
importance of protein feed supplies 
to dairy farmers. Fernando Antunez, 
President of the Spanish Feed Industry 
Federation (CESFAC), called for greater 
investment in research and innovation 
in animal nutrition & precision feeding. 

From left to right: Phil Hogan (European Commissioner), Isabel Garcia Tejerina (Spanish Minister) and Nick Major (FEFAC President)

The Spanish Minister for Agriculture, 
Mrs Isabel Garcia Tejerina, and the 
Portuguese Secretary of State for 
Agriculture & Food, Mr Luís Medeiros 
Vieira, both stressed the supporting 
role of the feed industry to increase 

circular economies at livestock farms. 
The Congress also included sessions 
on the contribution of animal nutrition 
science in the fight against AMR, the 
use of social media to improve the 
image of the livestock sector, the role 

of compound feed production as drivers 
of resource efficiency in the food chain 
and the work progress being made 
on the sourcing of sustainable raw 
materials.
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Antimicrobial Resistance – 
Animal nutrition is part of the solution Feed Safety – Towards a benchmarking 

tool for feed safety standards

The scientific foundation for the 
recognition of animal nutrition as a 
key prevention tool of AMR was laid 
down in the EFSA-EMA “RONAFA” Joint 
Scientific Opinion published in January 
2017 on measures to reduce the need 
to use antimicrobial agents in animal 
husbandry. The report described 
how balanced animal nutrition and 
management of diet transitions 
(especially piglets), including the use of 
highly digestible protein sources with 
a proper balance in amino acids and 
the use of functional feed ingredients 
such as organic acids, essential oils, 
prebiotics or probiotics, can help farm 
animals to cope with pathogens.

In the new EU AMR Action Plan 
published on 29 June 2017, the 
European Commission highlighted 
the contribution of feeding regimes 
to support good animal health and 
welfare to help reduce the need for 
antibiotics at farm level. FEFAC hopes 
these recognitions are followed up at 
national level with the involvement of 
feed manufacturers in national action 
plans to help achieving AMR reduction 
as part of the “One-Health” approach. 

The feed manufacturer is one of the 
best placed advisors a livestock 
farmer can rely on in daily practice, in 
close partnership with the veterinarian, 
thereby making his advice essential in 
an integrated approach to safeguard 
animal health. 

The public debate on AMR also allows 
increasing the awareness among EU 
citizens that antibiotics are not allowed 
to be given to farm animals for growth 

promotion in the EU since 2006 already. 
In addition, FEFAC also makes clear 
that nutrition solutions cannot cure sick 
animals, making the use of antibiotics a 
continued necessity to maintain animal 
welfare as part of a responsible use 
programme advocated by EPRUMA. 

With animal nutrition science as the central pillar of the 2030 Feed Industry 
Vision, FEFAC has advocated the importance of the contribution it can make in 
the fight against Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR). Nutritionally balanced diets 
and certain functional feed ingredients can sustain animal health and help to 
reduce the need for treatment with antibiotics. 
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Feed Safety – Towards a benchmarking 
tool for feed safety standards

FEFAC is building on the experiences 
of the FSO (Feed Safety Observatory) 
initiated in 2013, with benchmarking 
criteria based on existing EU legislation. 
The EFMC, the European Feed 
Manufacturers’ Guide, will be taken 
as a baseline reference for compound 
feed and premixtures manufacturing. 
FEFAC is working in partnership with 
the WTO-subsidiary ITC (International 
Trade Center) to secure an independent 
and robust benchmarking system 
& process. This will contribute to 
increased transparency for competent 
authorities and downstream market 
partners on the performance of 
the feed management system of a 
given party and allow for objective 
comparisons. In addition, it will enable 
the dissemination of best practices 
within and outside the EU to help feed 
business operators, particularly SMEs, 
to implement and maintain a robust 
feed safety management in line with 
FEFAC’s 2030 Vision on feed safety 
management. 

FEFAC also sees the benefit of 
facilitating the task of competent 

authorities to take into account the 
reliability and results of own controls by 
feed business operators, as required by 
the new Regulation on Official Controls 
(EU) No 625/2017. It would also help 
national organisations of feed business 
operators to discuss the scope for 
official recognition of their scheme/
code with their national authorities, 
thus allowing more targeted and, 

therefore, more cost-efficient official 
controls. In any case, the tool will be 
based on a non-discriminative approach 
towards the system’s capacity to deliver 
the level of feed safety required for feed 
placed on the EU market. 

Over the past 20 years, the implementation of the EU legal requirements on 
feed hygiene and good manufacturing practices has been facilitated with the 
development of codes of practice and feed safety assurance schemes developed 
by private standards setting organisations or by individual companies with their 
own “in-house” feed safety management system, with or without third party 
certification. For the sake of market transparency and to give chain partners 
indication of the respective merits of the different systems/schemes, FEFAC 
launched a new benchmarking project.
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Responsible Soy – 
Soy Sourcing Guidelines a means to 
zero illegal deforestation 

A milestone was achieved this year in 
the journey of responsible soy with 
the signing of the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between ABIOVE, 
AproSoja, FEDIOL, FEFAC & IDH 
(The Sustainable Trade Initiative) on  
19 January 2017 at the Brazilian 
Embassy in Lisbon. As one of its 
objectives, this agreement strives to 
facilitate benchmarking of the Brazilian 
soy farmer’s programme Soja Plus 
against the Soy Sourcing Guidelines, 
which ensures legal compliance at 
farm level. It is the first time that a 
direct, formal working relationship 
is established between Brazilian 
soy producers, processors and key 
European soy purchasers, sharing a 
common vision and action plan to foster 
responsible soy production in Brazil and 
use in Europe. The agreement will help 
to raise the awareness and credibility 
of Soja Plus as a tool for Brazilian 
farmers to embark on the road towards 
sustainable production in compliance 
with European market demand, hereby 
boosting the mainstream market 
transition of responsible soy. The 
cooperation between the MoU partners 
is managed by a Joint Steering Group.
 
The proactive action FEFAC took 
on responsible soy also created the 
possibility to meet with Brazilian 

minister for Agriculture Blairo Maggi 
on 26 January 2017 and led to an 
invitation to present our approach on 
deforestation-free supply chains at the 
Amsterdam Group meeting on 20 June 
2017. Responsible soy production and 
trade is now a global topic, going beyond 
the certified soy that is imported to 
Europe. FEFAC has started discussions 
on the possibility to develop supply 
chain models for responsibly sourced 
soy; however, when it comes to the topic 
of deforestation, interaction between 
governments to invest in environmental 
governance will always be essential.

FEDIOL has expressed its support since 
the first draft version and the Consumer 
Goods Forum now also marks certified 
responsible soy covered by the FEFAC 
Soy Sourcing Guidelines as soy free 
from illegal deforestation. As of July 
2017, 16 certification programmes have 
been positively benchmarked against 
the FEFAC Soy Sourcing Guidelines by 
ITC. 

Since the publication of the FEFAC Soy Sourcing Guidelines in August 2015, 
FEFAC’s involvement in the discussion on responsible soy has taken an even 
higher profile. The past year showed that FEFAC’s approach is taken seriously 
as a method that involves soy farmers in exporting countries, receiving 
support and recognition by FEDIOL (EU Vegetable Oil & Protein Meal Industry 
Association). 

Statistics 2016

Signing of the MoU in Lisbon in January 2017
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Value of farm production in 2016 in the EU-28
(Source: Eurostat)

Value of purchased compound feed in total 
animal output value in 2016 (Source: FEFAC)

Livestock sourcing in feed in the EU-28 
(480 mio. t in 2016) (Source: FEFAC - DG Agriculture)

Meat and other animal products in the EU 28 represented 
app. 158 bio. c in 2016, i.e. 39% of the total value of farm 
production. Animal feed is the most important livestock 
production cost factor and represented in 2016 up to 61% 
of the farm gate value of poultry. The EU 28 farm animals 
are fed with app. 480 mio. t of feedstuffs, thereof app. 
half are roughages produced on farm, 10% are grains 
produced on farm, 10% are purchased feed materials and 
30% are industrial compound feed.

FEEDING EU LIVESTOCK

Statistics 2016

Other farm products
242 bio. € / 61%

Other animal products
11 bio. € / 3%

Beef, Veal & Milk
82 bio. € / 20%

Pigs
35 bio. € / 9%

Poultry & eggs
30 bio. € / 7%

Industrial compound feed
155

Forages
233

Home-grown
cereals

52

Purchased straight
feedingstuffs

40
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Global compound feed production in 2016 
(1,016 mio. t) (Source: FEFAC - Alltech)

Development of compound feed production in the EU
(per category, excl. EL, LU and MT) (Source: FEFAC)

The compound feed production in 
the EU 28 slightly increased by 0.4% 
in 2016 to 155 mio. t. Poultry feed 
has seen its production grow by 2%, 
whereas pig feed fell by 1% and cattle 
feed remained stable. 

The picture is extremely contrasted 
throughout Europe for cattle feed. 
The Netherlands and Poland have 
seen their production of cattle feed 
increase by more than 8%, whereas 
France moved in the opposite 
direction, reflecting the diverging 
national milk production following 
the abolishment of dairy quotas. 

Despite the Avian Influenza outbreak 
impacting several poultry producing 
regions of Europe, poultry feed 
production performed rather well 
in 2016 and confirmed its position 
of leading segment of EU industrial 
compound feed production, well 
ahead of pig feed. 

On the pig feed side, after two years 
of moderate growth, the production 
decreased by 1% in 2016. This can 
partly be explained by the effects 
of African Swine Fever in Eastern 
Europe, which weighed heavily 
on the development of pigmeat 

production, but also by low market 
prices for pigmeat in the first half 
of 2016 and large availability of feed 
grade cereals at low prices which 
benefitted on-farm mixing.

Germany, Spain and France remain 
the three leading EU countries 
in terms of total compound feed. 
Germany is the leading cattle and 
pig feed producer while France 
maintains its leading position as 
poultry feed producer. The compound 
feed production in the EU represents 
16% of the global production that is 
estimated at around 989 mio. t. 

EU-28 compound feed production in 2016
(155,4 mio. t / +0,4%) (Source: FEFAC)

Industrial compound feed production
in EU-28 per category in 2016 (Source: FEFAC)

INDUSTRIAL COMPOUND FEED PRODUCTION

Statistics 2016
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Feed material consumption by the compound feed 
industry in 2016 in the EU-28 (Source: FEFAC)

Development of feed material consumption by the EU 
compound feed industry in the EU-15 (Source: FEFAC)

Usage of cereals in the EU-28 in 2016-17
(Source: DG AGRI - FEFAC)

Contribution of different categories of feed materials to 
protein supply and level of EU dependency (Source: DG AGRI)

Despite the huge variations in feed 
material prices over the last years, 
the proportion of feed materials per 
categories remained relatively stable 
(50% for cereals, 27% for oilseed 
meals). However, this does not 
reflect significant changes for some 
feed materials e.g. for corn gluten 
feed or dried distillers grains usually 
imported from the USA which have 
almost disappeared since 2007 due to 
repeated trade disruptions because 
of asynchronised authorisations 
of GM crops. Since the Mac Sharry 

reform in 1991, the average inclusion 
rate of cereals increased from 32 to 
50%. On the other hand, tapioca, one 
of the most important substitutes 
to cereals in the 1980s, completely 
disappeared from the diets. The 
use of animal proteins, which in the 
past represented up to 2% of feed 
materials, was banned in 2001 for 
most species and mainly replaced 
by soybean meal. The EU livestock 
is by far the most important outlet 
for EU produced cereals with 60% 
of the internal usage. The share 

of rapeseed meal significantly 
increased with the development 
of the biodiesel sector. EU cereals 
are the most important source of 
proteins for the EU livestock sector, 
while soybean meal ranking second 
is imported to its large majority.

INDUSTRIAL CONSUMPTION OF FEED MATERIALS

Statistics 2016
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Common Agricultural Policy – 
Providing livestock farmers with the tools 
to deliver on what’s demanded 

Meat consumption per capita in the EU-28 
in 2016 per category (Source: DG AGRI)

EU-28 self-sufficiency for some EU agricultural 
products in 2015 (Source: DG AGRI)

The production of meat in the EU 
28 increased for the fourth year in 
a row with +1.7% in 2016 vs 2015. 
This is mainly due to a significant 
increase in poultry (+4.4%) and beef 
(+2.8%) production, while pigmeat 
production remained stable. The meat 
consumption in the EU 28 is estimated 

around 91 kg/capita/year, stable vs. 
2015 after 2 years of important increase 
that put an end to a downward trend 
that started in the mid-2000s. Poultry 
meat is the second most consumed 
meat in the EU 28 with 26 kg/capita/
year in 2016, far behind pig meat  
(41 kg/capita/year).

The EU is self-sufficient in livestock 
products in volumes, in particular pork 
and dairy products.

Gross meat production development
in the EU-28 per category (Source: DG AGRI - a.v.e.c.)

Meat consumption development
in the EU-28 per category (Source: DG AGRI)

THE EU MEAT MARKET IN A NUTSHELL

Statistics 2016
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Common Agricultural Policy – 
Providing livestock farmers with the tools 
to deliver on what’s demanded 

Since the previous reform of the 
CAP, particularly the pig and 
dairy sectors have faced difficult 
market conditions, making it 
clear that the management tools 
available to manage market crisis 
situations remain very limited. 
Feed manufacturers have been able 
to help to manage financial risks 
and buffer price fluctuations of 
agricultural raw materials thanks to 
their market arbitration and hedging 
possibilities for key raw materials, 
but livestock farmers will need 
better access to financial risk tools 
to better protect their own income.

Though the CAP’s main goal will 
remain its support to farmers 
in maintaining a viable income, 
there will be increased attention 
for further developing the 
environmental aspect of livestock 
farming. FEFAC is convinced that 
the feed industry holds a “win-win” 
scenario for livestock farmers as 
increased use of resource efficient 
feed can reduce the environmental 
footprint of animal products and 
costs simultaneously. For FEFAC it 
is important that the Commission 
seeks to bring EU sustainability 

commitments, such as the COP 21 
Paris agreement, the Single Market 
for Green Products initiative and 
the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals in line with the CAP main 
policy objectives in a coherent and 
consistent approach, in order to 
ensure that the future CAP provides 
the general policy framework for all 
farming activities. 

In the context of the announced EU 
protein strategy, the first publication 

of the EU Protein Balance Sheet in 
April 2017 can help to ensure the 
CAP and the revised Renewable 
Energy Directive remain consistent 
and complimentary. FEFAC will 
also actively contribute to the newly 
established EU Market Observatory 
for cereals, oilseeds and protein 
crops, to ensure that robust economic 
impact assessments of potential EU 
policy impacts are performed to 
determine the availability of proteins 
to feed and livestock production.

The European Commission is expected to publish its Communication 
on the CAP post 2020 by the end of 2017. The EU feed industry is the 
biggest customer to arable farmers as well as the biggest supplier to 
livestock farmers, making its views on the shape of the future Common 
Agricultural Policy highly relevant. 
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Environmental Footprinting - 
Expressing the resource efficiency 
of the feed industry

The PEF is a project coordinated by the 
European Commission to set the scene 
for a Single Market of Green Products 
with a harmonised methodology where 
the different operators compete on 
environmental performance in a level 
playing field. In the Commission’s vision, 
the PEF needs to give the public reliable 
and comparable information about the 
environmental impact and credentials 
of products and organisations. The PEF 
Pilot on FEED will develop the specific 
category rules for the measurement 
of compound feed production on a 
B2B approach (“before the farmgate”, 
including feed ingredients), which is an 
indispensable part for the calculation of 
the environmental footprint of animal 
products like meat, milk or eggs. 

FEFAC is convinced that increased 
understanding and communication as 
regards the environmental performance 
of compound feed production will 
provide the feed industry with 
opportunities to showcase its expertise 
in boosting the resource efficiency of 
animal production and making optimal 
use of feed ingredients.

The ambition of the GFLI is to become 
a global reference for Feed LCA data, 
which will be made freely available on 
the website (www.globalfeedlca.org), 
launched in April 2017. To optimise the 
dissemination of the GFLI deliverables 
to the feed and livestock community, 
a user-friendly LCA tool will provide 
access to non-LCA experts to allow for 
hot spot analysis, training & education 
and exploration of mitigation options. 
The FEED PEF Pilot has entered its 
final phase and the feed category rules 

will be submitted for the formal vote 
of the EU Commission Environmental 
Footprint Steering Committee in 
December 2017. FEFAC is very actively 
involved in both initiatives, with current 
President Nick Major chairing the FEED 
PEF Technical Secretariat and the GFLI 
EU project group of the International 
Feed Industry Federation (IFIF).

The spearheads of FEFAC’s actions on environmental footprinting are the PEF 
(Product Environmental Footprint) and the GFLI (Global Feed LCA Database). 
Together they form the methodology and database “package” which allows 
for a harmonised framework that underpins a science-based foundation for 
measuring and improving the environmental performance of feed production. 

Circular Economy – Communicating 
what feed manufacturing is about
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Circular Economy – Communicating 
what feed manufacturing is about

The legislative track of the Circular 
Economy Package has advanced well 
and is looking to be finalised under 
the Estonian EU Council Presidency 
in the 2nd half of 2017. This includes 
an amendment that makes clear that 
when substances are placed on the 
market of feed materials only EU feed 
legislation applies, meaning these 
products are excluded from the Waste 
Framework Directive 2008/98/EC. 
FEFAC has been advocating for this 
important legal clarification in order 
to promote both increased safety and 
sustainability of the EU feed chain.

At the same time, the Commission 
has been working on “guidelines for 

the use of former foodstuffs as feed”, 
which are expected to be published by 
the end of 2017. FEFAC has provided 
its input, also at the newly established 
EU Food Loss & Waste Platform, to 
this document which looks to clarify 
the conversion of food into feed use 
of former foodstuff, such as the 
eligibility of foodstuffs with an expired 
food date marking.

The debate on food waste in the 
context of circular economy has 
delivered a clear recognition that the 
feed industry is part of the solution. 
The use of co-products by the feed 
industry is evidence of our competence 
and knowledge to make the best of 

the nutritional and economic added 
value of co-products. FEFAC does 
always make clear that suppliers of 
“secondary raw material markets” 
need to take clear responsibility with 
the mind-set of a feed producer and, 
under no circumstances, should see 
feed processing as a potential food 
waste recycling outlet which could 
seriously compromise the safety 
and integrity of the EU food chain for 
animal products. 

Fostering the development of circular economies is topping the political 
agenda in Brussels for years already as a means to drive sustainability and we 
can expect it to be here to stay. The compound feed industry has its origin in 
applying circular economy principles long before the political debate started, 
making it clear the sector needs to take advantage of the public debate on 
Circular Economies to proactively explain what our business activity is about. 
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The new EU Aquaculture Advisory 
Council – All aquaculture stakeholders 
at the table

The main task of the AAC in the 
coming years will be to provide 
advice to Member States and to the 
European Commission on issues 
relating to the aquaculture value 
chain. The members of the AAC 
come from the aquaculture value 
chain (including FEAP representing 
fish farmers and IFFO representing 
fish meal and oil suppliers) as well 
as environmental and animal welfare 
NGOs. 

The sustainability of fish feed is 
a key focus area for discussion in 
the AAC. FEFAC shared with chain 
partners and NGOs evidence that fish 
feed producers have already strongly 
contributed to the improvement 
of the sustainability of European 
aquaculture in the past decades, first 
and foremost with the reduction of 
the feed conversion ratio (for salmon 
1.15 in 2016 vs 1.9 in 1980). The use 
of fish feed raw materials has seen 
a strong diversification over the 
past two decades with significantly 
reduced reliance on fish meal and fish 
oil, thanks to the increased uptake of 
plant material (both protein and oils), 
krill meal, micro ingredients and 
fermented ingredients. Today, fish 
meal and oil make up 20-30% of the 
fish feed ingredients against 60% in 
the past, while at the same time they 

are mainly sourced from responsible 
fish stocks (FAO Code of Conduct, 
MSC or IFFO RS schemes).

The re-authorisation of non-
ruminant processed animal protein 
in fish feed in 2013 has allowed for the 
possible inclusion of an alternative 
animal protein source with a low 
environmental footprint and as of July 
2017 proteins derived from farmed 
insects are also legally useable. 
At the AAC subgroup meeting on 
sustainable fish feed (chaired by Niels 
Alsted, FEFAC Fish Feed Committee 
chairman), FEFAC highlighted the 

sustainability challenge of sourcing 
EPA/DHA omega 3 fatty acids, 
due to increased interest from the 
human consumption sector. In the 
search of alternative EPA/DHA raw 
material sources, FEFAC discussed 
the potential and limitations of 
alternatives such as fish trimmings 
& discards, fermented heterotrophic 
organisms, phototrophic algae and 
GMO derived vegetable oils. The AAC 
subgroup on sustainable fish feed will 
discuss future sustainability criteria 
for fish feed on the base of a discussion 
paper to be co-drafted by FEFAC and 
MCS (Marine Conservation Society).

In the framework of the Common Fisheries Policy, the Aquaculture 
Advisory Council (AAC) has been formally launched in October 2016 in 
Paris. FEFAC is among those stakeholders that strongly supported the 
establishment of this platform as a key forum to discuss policy actions 
to foster the sustainable development of EU Aquaculture which currently 
only provides 10% of the total seafood consumption in the EU. 

FEFAC & Copa-Cogeca Compound Feed Labelling Code

EU Catalogue of Feed Materials – Third update shows continued value
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The Code provides producers of 
compound feed with practical 
recommendations on how to label 
compound feed in accordance 
with the provisions laid down in 
Regulation (EC) No 767/2009 on the 
placing on the market and use of 
feed. It also enables farmers to better 
understand labelling particulars and 
better assess the nutritional value of 
a compound feed thus contributing 
to informed choice. The Member 

States have signalled that the 
dissemination of the Code is crucial 
for the harmonised application 
of the labelling requirements of 
EU legislation. For FEFAC, next to 
favouring innovation, the Code also 
improves transparency in the feed 
chain by outlining a harmonized 
set of requirements vis-à-vis the 
nature of the product claims that 
are permitted or prohibited as well 
as guidance for the substantiation 

of claims. It has been agreed with 
Copa-Cogeca to upgrade the code as 
soon as the revision of the Annexes 
of Regulation (EC) No 767/2009 has 
been completed, with the introduction 
of examples of labels and further 
guidance on voluntary information 
on the environmental footprint of 
compound feed in order to further 
improve practical relevance and user 
friendliness of the joint code.

The new version of the Catalogue  
sees the introduction of 35 new 
product entries as well as the 
improvement of the denomination 
and description of a large number 
of existing entries. The possible 
presence of soap stocks is now 
foreseen in the description of 
oilseed meal feed when produced 
from integrated crushing and 
refining plants. In practice, this 
means a significant simplification 
of denominations on the market 

place, with for example for soya, 
two denominations instead of three. 
The legal status of feed materials 
produced from fermentation and 
containing microorganisms was 
also clarified in order to secure 
consistency within the feed legislation 
(micro-organisms used as gut flora 
stabilisers require authorization 
as feed additives) although in a 
pragmatic and proportional way. 
Mechanical packaging removal 
has been added to the chapter on 

processes, adding to the legitimacy 
of professional former foodstuff 
processing. Feed business operators 
are requested to adapt their labels 
to new labelling requirements by  
11 January 2018. The procedure for 
the 4th update of the EU Catalogue 
will be launched in autumn 2018 
with a call to operators for proposals 
for amendments. This shows the 
increasing market acceptance and 
value of the Catalogue for Feed 
business operators.

FEFAC & Copa-Cogeca Compound Feed Labelling Code

EU Catalogue of Feed Materials – Third update shows continued value

In July 2016, the EU Code for Good Labelling Practices for compound feed 
for food producing animals, jointly developed by Copa-Cogeca and FEFAC in 
accordance with article 25 of Regulation (EC) No 767/2009, was published 
and endorsed by the European Commission, following strong support from 
Member States in the EU Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food & 
Feed (SCoPAFF). 

Since 2008, FEFAC has taken a lead role in the establishment and upgrading 
of the EU Catalogue of Feed Materials, with help from 42 EU associations of 
the EU feed chain. On 23 June 2017, the third update of the Catalogue was 
published in the Official Journal of the EU (Regulation (EU) 2017/1017).
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As a European association, it is 
crucial for FEFAC to maintain 
contacts with European Institutions 
who contribute to shaping EU 
legislative proposals, primarily 
the European Commission. FEFAC 
experts take part in the DG SANTE 
Advisory Group on the Food Chain, 
Animal and Plant Health and the 
Animal Health Advisory Committee, 
as well as in the DG AGRI Civil 
Dialogue Groups on the CAP, 
International aspects of Agriculture, 
Animal Products, Arable Crops, Milk 
and Organic Farming. FEFAC actively 
takes part in the EFSA Stakeholders 
Platform, where its experts have 
provided data and industry studies 
in a series of EFSA feed safety risk 
assessments, mainly conducted by 
the Scientific Panels on Biological 
Hazards, Contaminants, Feed 
Additives and Animal Health/Animal 
Welfare.

FEFAC has for long granted 
priority to collaboration with other 
stakeholders of the feed and food 
chain to tackle feed and food chain 
issues of common interest. FEFAC 
participated in the establishment 
and/or is member of the following 
entities.

Agri-Food Chain Coalition (AFCC), 
comprises thirteen EU associations 
from agricultural input industries 

such as suppliers of machinery 
(CEMA), seeds (ESA), fertilizers 
(Fertilizers Europe), crop protection 
(ECPA), animal breeding and 
reproduction (EFFAB), animal health 
(IFAH-Europe), animal feed (FEFAC),  
animal feed additives (FEFANA) 
and biotechnology-based products 
(EuropaBio), the agricultural trade 
(COCERAL and CELCAA), EU farmers 
(Copa-Cogeca) and European food 
and drink manufacturing sector 
(FoodDrinkEurope). Together, 
these industries account for more 
than 30 million jobs and some 
3.5% of the EU’s gross value 
added. More information on www.
agrifoodchaincoalition.eu

The Aquaculture Advisory 
Council (AAC) provides advice to 
the European Commission on all 
aquaculture-related matters laid 
down in the dedicated chapter on 
Aquaculture in the new Common 
Fisheries Policy. FEFAC is one of 
15 founding members, together with 
i.a. FEAP, Copa-Cogeca, EMPA and 
the NGO Seas At Risk, who prepared 
the formal launch in summer 2016.

Animal Task Force, a knowledge 
based cooperation between 
representatives from industry 
and the academic world focused 
on enhancing innovation and 
sustainability in the animal 

production sector of Europe’s 
food supply chains. The integrated 
approach allows for the setting of the 
agenda for research and innovation 
in the animal domain and assures a 
valuable contribution to the societal 
and environmental challenges. 
FEFAC holds membership to the 
Animal Task Force through EUFETEC, 
a European feed technology research 
platform composed of several feed-
related bodies representing the feed 
industry and research institutes. 

Food Safety Platform, grouping key 
European stakeholder federations 
concerned with feed & food safety 
(including the European Consumers 
Association BEUC), aiming at 
improving communication between 
the feed & food chain partners on 
emerging feed and food safety issues 
and related topics. In April 2015, 
the Food Safety Platform held an 
event called “Safe food for European 
consumers” in the light of the WHO 
World Health Day. 

EPRUMA (European Platform for 
the Responsible Use of Medicines 
in Animals), established in 2005 
and composed of various EU 
organisations of the livestock and 

FEFAC Network FEFAC Network
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FEFAC Network

pet sectors, with the mission of 
promoting the responsible use of 
medicines in animals in the EU. 
EPRUMA issued in 2008 “Best-
practice framework for the use of 
antimicrobials in food-producing 
animals” that was updated in 2015.

EATiP (European Aquaculture 
Technology & Innovation 
Platform), one of the European 
Technology Platforms endorsed by 
DG RESEARCH. It was set up by the 
European fish farmers (FEAP) with 
the support of the whole aquaculture 
supply industries, including leading 
fish feed producers and FEFAC’s Fish 
Feed Committee. EATiP developed 
a vision document on the research 
needs of the Aquaculture sector until 
2020 including a strategic research 
and innovation agenda containing 
key projects which could facilitate the 
development of a more sustainable 
and competitive EU Aquaculture 
sector in line with CFP reform policy 
objective for Aquaculture.

FFC (EU Feed and Food Chain 
platform on the use of green 
biotechnology), composed of partner 

organizations of the whole feed and 
food chain dealing with the impact of 
EU and international regulations and 
market developments for the use of 
modern biotechnology in agriculture 
and food production on EU feed and 
food markets.

Food SCP Roundtable (EU Food 
Chain Roundtable on Sustainable 
Consumption & Production), 
composed of representative 
organisations from the entire food 
chain from the agro-supply sector to 
retailers with the main objective to 
develop a harmonised environmental 
impact assessment methodology, 
to develop tools for consumer 
communication and to identify 
actions for further improvement 
of the environmental performance 
of the food chain. The Roundtable 
is co-chaired by the European 
Commission.

EU FCTF (EU Feed Chain Task Force 
on the Catalogue of Feed Materials), 
a gathering of 42  EU organizations of 
the different sectors of the feed chain 
(feed material producers, traders, 

compound feed manufacturers 
and farmers) whose mission is 
to maintain and upgrade the EU 
Catalogue of Feed Materials. FEFAC 
holds the role of coordinator of the 
EU FCTF.

FEFAC is a member of IFIF, 
the International Feed Industry 
Federation, which was founded 
in 1987 by FEFAC and AFIA, the 
American Feed Industry Association. 
IFIF accounts for over 80% of the 
approximately 1 bio. t of total global 
feed production. Together with FAO, 
IFIF annually organises International 
Feed Regulator Meetings since 2008 
to jointly deal with emerging feed 
safety issues and foster convergence 
of feed legislation at global level. 
FEFAC and IFIF actively contribute 
to the CODEX Alimentarius Task 
Force on Animal Feeding, which has 
developed guidelines and standards 
on Good Animal Feeding Practices 
with the aim of ensuring the safety 
and quality of foods of animal origin.
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Active Members

VFÖ Austria 1995 (1964)
APFACA/BEMEFA Belgium 1959
BFMA Bulgaria 2013
CFIA Croatia 2013 (2008)
CAFM Cyprus 2004 (2003)
SKK Czech Republic 2004 (2000)
DAKOFO Denmark 1973
FFDIF Finland 1995 (1993)
EUROFAC France 1959
DVT Germany 1959
HGFA Hungary 2012
IGFA Ireland 1973
ASSALZOO Italy 1959
LGPA Lithuania 2005
NEVEDI The Netherlands 1959
IZP Poland 2004 (2001)
IACA Portugal 1986 (1976)
ANFNC Romania 2014
AFPWTC Slovakia 2004 (2003)
GZS Slovenia 2004
CESFAC Spain 1986
FS Sweden 1995
LANTMÄNNEN Sweden 1995
AIC United Kingdom 1973

Potential Active Members

Estonia 
Latvia
Malta

Observer Members

RUFM Russia 2010
SFMA Serbia 2009

Associate Members

EFFPA 2014
EMFEMA 2003
NSF Norway 2003
FKF AS Norway 2014
Norkorn Norway 2014
VSF Switzerland 1966
TURKIYEM Turkey 2014 

(2005)

(observer as from ...)

Situation on 1 June 2016
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