
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE  

13th May 2015  

Two leading horticulture businesses recognised by LEAF for High 

Environmental Standards  

Two leading UK horticulture companies, Tangmere Airfield Nurseries Ltd and Eric Wall Ltd,  

have been launched as LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming) Demonstration Farms in 

recognition of their commitment to sustainable farming.  

They are LEAF’s first glasshouse businesses to become LEAF Demonstration Farms and join a 

group of 40 other farms in the UK showcasing the very best of sustainable farming practices. 

LEAF Demonstration Farms act as ‘living classrooms’ demonstrating the sustainable farming 

principles of Integrated Farm Management (IFM) to other farmers, supply chain, 

conservation groups and members of the public.  IFM is a whole farm business approach 

that delivers more sustainable farming.  It uses the best of modern technology and 

traditional methods to enrich the environment and engage local communities. 

Tangmere Airfield Nurseries Ltd is one of Europe’s largest sweet pepper producers with 

more than 100 acres of state of the art glasshouse facilities in the UK and Spain. The 

business produces over 60 million sweet peppers every year and supplies major UK retailers 

as well as the wholesale market and has been LEAF Marque certified since 2003. The LEAF 

Marque is a leading assurance scheme recognising sustainably farmed products.   

Some examples of the many ways Tangmere Airfield Nurseries Ltd implements IFM include 

conserving energy and water through an on-site electricity generation plant, water 

recirculation and thermal screens. They also reduce waste as, at the end of the season, the 

used pepper plants are either composted or used as animal feed. 

Eric Wall Ltd is a family run business and one of the largest tomato nurseries in the UK, 

growing top quality tomatoes with environmental care using the principles of IFM. It has 

been LEAF Marque certified since 2004 and has implemented a number of innovative 



approaches to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions through more energy efficient boilers, 

upgrading heating pipes, insulating heating storage tanks and using thermal screens. The 

business also has an innovative sustainable water management system in place that 

includes rain water collection and an on-site reservoir. Water use on the site is monitored 

and benchmarked for maximum efficiency. 

Both businesses already play an important role in their local community and have held 

community site visits and participated in LEAF’s Open Farm Sunday.  As LEAF Demonstration 

Farms, they will play a critical role in demonstrating how top quality food can be produced 

under glass following LEAF’s IFM principles.  They will continue to build on this and be held 

up as model examples of sustainable farming in practice in their roles as LEAF 

Demonstration Farms.  

The official launch of both sites took place on Wednesday 13th May.  Eric Wall Ltd was 

launched by Mary Bosley and gardening broadcaster, Pippa Greenwood launched Tangmere 

Airfield Nurseries Ltd.  

Welcoming the two new LEAF Demonstration Farms, LEAF chief executive Caroline 

Drummond said: “Our LEAF Demonstration Farms are at the very forefront of sustainable 

farming.  We are delighted to welcome Eric Wall Ltd and Tangmere Airfield Nurseries Ltd as 

LEAF’s first Demonstration Farms in the glasshouse sector.  They are first class examples of 

how the principles of IFM can be implemented under glass on a large scale.  Both sites will 

play a critical role in inspiring others in the food and farming industry as well as help raise 

awareness amongst the public about how their food is grown to high standards of 

environmental care.” 

ENDS 

For more information, an interview or images, please contact:  
Edie Methven/ Kathryn Race  
LEAF Press Office 
Ceres  
T: 01189 475 956   
E: edie.methven@ceres-pr.co.uk / kathryn.race@ceres-pr.co.uk  
 
LEAF Editors’ Notes: 

 LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming) is the leading organisation delivering more sustainable food and 
farming.  LEAF works with farmers, the food industry, scientists and consumers to inspire and enable 
sustainable farming that is prosperous, enriches the environment and engages local communities. 
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  LEAF promotes Integrated Farm Management (IFM), a whole farm business approach that delivers more 
sustainable farming.  IFM uses the best of modern technology and traditional methods to deliver prosperous 
farming that enriches the environment and engages local communities.  

 LEAF Demonstration Farms are commercial farms which show the beneficial practices of Integrated Farm 
Management (IFM) to a broad range of audiences, through organised visits.  They communicate an 
understanding of IFM in order to encourage uptake by farmers, support from the industry and political 
awareness of sustainable food and farming. 

 The LEAF Marque is an assurance system recognising sustainably farmed products. It is based on LEAF’s 
Integrated Farm Management (IFM) principles.  Farms in 33 countries worldwide are producing to the LEAF 
Marque Global Standard. 

 All LEAF Marque certified farms are independently inspected to ensure they meet stringent criteria to 
demonstrate that food is being produced to high environmental standards. These criteria include soil 
management and fertility, crop health and protection, pollution control and by-products, energy and water 
efficiency, wildlife and landscape management and animal husbandry and the environment. 

 

 


