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IFAH-Europe Welcomes Joint Agencies’ Report  

On Antibiotic Resistance  
Weak correlation between animal consumption and human resistance, but the 

need for responsible use of antibiotics in animals is still a necessity  
 
 
Brussels, 2 February 2015 - IFAH-Europe is pleased with this first integrated report from Europe’s 
agencies, entitled ‘First joint report on the integrated analysis of the consumption of antimicrobial 
agents and occurrence of antimicrobial resistance in bacteria from humans and food-producing 
animals’.  
 
The report generally points to a connection between consumption of antibiotics and resistance, both 
for animals and for humans. However, the correlation between animal consumption of antibiotics and 
resistance development in humans varies and is by and large weak.   
 
The report (and its accompanying press release) points to some data limitations which need to be 
addressed to allow for further analysis and for conclusions to be drawn. For example, there is a need 
for additional data on antibiotic consumption by animal species, more data on antibiotic consumption 
in hospitals in more European countries and improved monitoring of resistant bacteria in the normal 
flora from both healthy and ill people.  
 
IFAH-Europe welcomes this report and despite it showing that the use of antibiotics in animals is 
moderate, in particular in critically important antibiotics, some improvements are still to be made. The 
correlations found between the use of antibiotics in animals and resistance in animals reinforces the 
importance of continuing to promote the responsible use message, which the animal health industry 
fully supports along with other partners along the food chain, through the European Platform for 
Responsible Use of Medicines in Animals – EPRUMA (www.epruma.eu). There are improvements to 
be made on methodology (as pointed out in the report), but IFAH-Europe is fully committed to 
continuing its work with the agencies involved on ensuring the future use of antibiotics for animal 
health and welfare as well as public health. 
 
This first integrated report is jointly published by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC), the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), and the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA), and was carried out at the request of the European Commission. It combines data from five 
European monitoring networks which gather information from the EU Member States, Iceland, 
Norway and Switzerland. The full report and the accompanying press release are available online on 
the EFSA, EMA and ECDC websites.  
 

- ENDS - 
 
 

NOTE TO EDITORS: IFAH-Europe is the representative body of manufacturers of veterinary 
medicines, vaccines and other animal health products in Europe. It promotes a single market in 
veterinary medicines across the EU ensuring the availability of medicines to protect the health and 
welfare of animals.  
 
EPRUMA is a multi-stakeholder platform promoting the responsible use of medicines in animals in the EU  
in order to maintain efficacy and both prevent and minimise adverse reactions. 
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